Brief History of ITES work within APC

By Pavel

1985
GreenNet – UK, and EcoNet – US. Were created specifically to focus on Environmental Sustainability – one of the primary themes of civil society action.  See old EcoNet and GreenNet brochures. 

1987
GreenNet shared an office with Friends Of The Earth (UK’s largest environment group) who were the first activist group to introduce one email account per person. Through FoE’s active support, most of the rest of the environmental sector came online through GreenNet. 

1988
The first succesful international work was coordinating rainforest activisits in particular  London, Brazil and the US.  A glance at GreenNet’s publicity from those times shows the major focus on the environment. APC “conferences” were an early resource for interchange between climate-change activists, 15 years before it became a key issue.

1989
APC  supported the civil society parallel conference for the Berlin meeting of the World Bank, focussing on the environmental destruction and human rights abuses caused by World Bank lending policies, especially on dams.

1992. 
APC becomes the first civil society information provider by covering online the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro – the agenda setting forum for planning environmental action around the world.

1994 – 2000. 
Following the Czech Republic’s Econnect, a group of networks from Central and Eastern Europe rooted from environmental NGO communities join APC, including Green Spider, Hungary; Strawberry Net, Romania; BlueLink, Bulgaria; and ChangeNet, Slovakia. The group implements joint projects directed at providing e-tools for citizens’ access to environmental information and public participation, as defined by the 1998 UNECE Aarhus convention.

2001 – 2005.
BlueLink and Strawberry Net, with APC input, help emerging environmental NGO networks in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, and Serbia, with support from Milieukontakt Oost-Europa, and The Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe.


Colnodo leads the development of geographic information systems applications for civil society use in Latin America.

2002.
Members and partners of APC participate in the World Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.  Ten years after Rio, the summit defines environmental protection as an integral part of the broader concept of sustainable development, and formulates the Millennium Development Goals.

2003.
A focus group of members and staff prioritizes environment and sustainable development work within APC at the Council meeting in Cartagena, Colombia. Hosted by Colnodo, the meeting decides to add sustainable development as a cross cutting action area of APC.

2004 – 2005.
Balkan environmental civil society networking project www.see-environment.info lead by BlueLink, in partnership with Strawberry net, gets listed as a finalist for the Stockholm Sustainability Award.

2006
APC members and team focus group assesses the needs of ICT support for civil society and communities work for environmental protection, and drafts a work plan at the Council meeting in Varna, Bulgaria. Hosted by BlueLink, an Open Day conference brings input from environmental NGOs, government and Aarhus Convention representatives. 


BlueLink and APC coordinate a survey among members and partners on Information Technologies for Environmental Sustainability (ITES), with the help of a volunteer from IISD-Canada. A brief consultation organized during phase two of the World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis.

2007.
ITES discussion paper prepared on the basis of the survey and WSIS consultation discussed by members and team at the ICT Policy Portals planning workshop in London. ITES portal conceptualized.


Joint proposal for a Greening IT workshop at the Internet Governance Forum submitted by APC, BlueLink and UN Economic Commission for Europe, with the purpose of bringing multi-stakeholder efforts together in bridging the paradigm gap between information society and environmental sustainability policies. 


