GreenNet
Global Computer Network for Peace,
Environment and Human Rights

What is GreenlNet?

GreenNetis a computerised communications and information
exchange service created with the cbjective of providing the
Environment, Peace and Human Rights Movements with a
communications capability as good as that available to the
government, military and multinationals. Together with IGC,
its sister network inthe US (PeaceNet and EcoNet) ithas over
3000 subscribers (representing about 1000 organisations).
Most use GreenNet on a daily basis to exchange information
around the world. GreenNet is not a campaigning organisa-
tion itself. lts reason for existence is to provide a support
service for other progressive groups.

One way to answer this question is by describing what this
state-of-the art computer network may do for some ‘typical
users’ on a 'typical day’. For example:

An organizer for an environmental group in Edinburgh con-
sults computer conferences on toxic and nuclear wastes to
gather information for a new local campaign.

A Beyond War member in Atlanta gets technical details on a
satellite downlink of a US-Saviet space bridge he is coordi-
nating for the local chapter.

A writer in Frankfurt asks for the address of a small Nicara-
guan support group in Washington, within hours a user in
Washington has volunteered to pass on messages.

A film maker in Toronto arranges with her host in Africa for a
visit to a local development project in Kenya.

A newsletter editor in London receives newsletter article sub-
missions online, eliminating the need to key in the accepted
articles herself.

A citizen diplomat from Findhorn, Scotland makes arrange-
ments with a youth organisation in Moscow for a visit.

An investor in Falls Church, Virginia compares her portfolio
with a list of military contractors on an ethical investment
computer conference.

A solidarity group in London update themselves on the svenis
in Nicaragua of the last few days.

A local group in Hannover ask an energy campaigner in
London for facts to be used in a local radio interview.
Typical? Well, as you can see this GreenNet user is a highly
diverse type. Perhaps the central characteristic is commit-
ment to a future for the planet that works a lot better than the
present. Peace is more than the absence of war, it is the sort
of people described here working together to create a world of
cooperation. These networks are their electronic tools,

GreenNet’'s online facilities

When auser signs on he or she finds accessto electronic mail,
computer, conferences, data bases and a variety of support
services.

Electronic mail enables organizations to maintain rapid-re-
sponse relationships with local groups and individual mem-
bers. Online mailings prove a cost-effective means of sending
out newsletters and legislative or action alerts to computer-
using members of such groups as Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibility or Friends of the Earth. The members are, inturn,
able to respond rapidly to requests for input to strategic
planning in their organizations.

E-mail also enables individuals to work together more readily
across organizational, national and issue boundaries. Rapid
turn-round of information is invaluable in planning the content
and logistics of conferences, and other events.

Conferences )
The IGC and GreenNet systems also provide public and
private conferencing. Conferences are electronic notice-

boards. Over two hundred conferences with an amazing
diversity of subject matter are opento all users. These include
news, calendars, alerts to situations calling for action, discus-
sions of strategy, organizational newsletters, investment moni-
toring, and briefings for forthcoming meetings.

Some conferences are openonly to members of an organiza-
tion or working group but most are open to all users. Unless
a conference is only for dissemination of news, one can enter
topics up to 100K (50 pages) long, or shorter responses and
questions to topics.

Conferences help users gain information not otherwise avail-
able to them. One of the best examples is sscan.news which
provides detailed weekly reports on life and politics in South
Africa and the surrounding states. The CARNet conferences
on events in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras, and other
Central American countries provide a parallel service for this
area (carnet.nicanews efc)

Several news services or news clipping services are avail-
able. Forexample a Greenpeace conference, gp.press brings
us daily updates on key peace and environmental news
stories from around the world. A weekly service from CRIES,
cries.actualidad, brings summaries from Managua of events
in that region.

From frontline news we take a leap to conferences reflecting
long-term developments. There are conferences onthe ozone
hole and other atmospheric problems, (en.climate) sustain-
able agriculture {nwag,news) and environmental threats to
the oceans (en.marine) and forests (ran.tropictimber).
Some conferences directly facilitate action. A notable ex-
ample was during the United Nations Special Session on
Disarmament where a delegate to the session from the
National Peace Council sent daily updates and requests for
action (un.ssd3) while another entered summaries of each
nations speeches and proposals, (worldfed.ssdiii).
Conferences of particular interest to Business Network mem-
bers include:
ibn.general
findhorn

For the International Business Network.
For Findhorn's extended family, included
transcripts from the recent October confer-
ence.

ethinves.forum Discussion of ethical investment
tables of companies.
Coordination and information for people
working on the international debt crisis.
Association for Progressive Communications.
Both GreenNet and IGC had chosen non-profit status to
indicate partnership with the groups who would be served
rather than a vendor-client relationship. This collaborative
approach invited deep dedication from the system designers,
programmers, and other technical and management people
who created the system.

lt also led to a williness to cooperate with other networks and
in 1987 IGC set a valuable precedent by contributing its
software and technical support to GreenNet. GreenNet was
donated a mini-computer and has since November 1987 been
running an identical system linked to PeaceNet and EcoNet
hourly, with inter-communication for users of the systems.
The networks together formed the Assocciation for Progres-
sive Communications (APC) as an umbrella group to link and
support non-profit networks world-wide. Working together
with hourly updates between the networks, the APC networks
link an unequaled variety of activists, researchers, and organi-
zations working on the future of our planet. The existing
networks will soon be joined by other networks to extend the
connections within the activist world. Networks in the process
of joining the association are located in Canada, Sweden,
Brazil, Nicaragua and Kenya.

GreenNet can be reached at 26 Underwood St, London N1
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