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Glasnost

£11E ONLY high-
speed, COInpuer sat-
ellite link betwesn
the two sUPCrpoweTs
has its weslern office
gbove a kitchenware shop in
San Francisoo's Faclile Heights
neighbourhood,

The equaily uniikely presl-
dent of what 1s noew ofilcially
Supn FranciscoMoscow Tele-
port, Inc. 15 Joel Schiatz, He's a
siyear-old former military In.
tellipenee unalyst turned self-
deseribed “cultural repaiman”
whose (astes tend toward sitar
miusic and post-hippie esoter-
ica. Mo compualer expert, he has
nevertheless created an elee-
wonic connection which only a
few years ago would have been
dismiseed as impousibile.

Here's just & hint of the
Schatz success formula, On &
RMuoscow visit in 1954, Schate,
who spoke no Russian, was
shifthing through the snow on
his Way to an eppomnnent at
the Soviet Academy of
Sciences. Wesring jeans, a
white sheepakin coal and multi-

coloured ski cap, he was carrcy-
ing his recently scquirved, flrst
CompuULer; & $158 Tandy 100 Jap-
top wrapped in purple cloth.

He arrived 20 minutcs late,
his prinny glassas fopged over.
Six senior Soviet officals in
dark blue suits were wailing
under & portralt of Lenin. -
There was a long silence,

Perhaps I was Schal2's
Marx-clyle beavd, hut finally
Acagemician Rerls Naomov ad-
vanced beaning, with arms
eutstreiched, “Ahal” he cried,
“A Callfornipn . . .7

Schatz the computer comrade
hes been back 20 tiates since. .
This summer he will move to
Moscow for o few months with

 Christopher Reed on an
extraordinary entry into
computer comradeship

his vife and {Jariner Diane, to
streamline whar is now a burs
peoning enterprise. Teleport
g employs 14 people including
two translotors in San Fran
cisca, has an office o Moscow
and plans 6 expand to Europe.
Customers range from selen-
1its, philunthropists and ingtl.
tutlons, to private enthuslasts
and busineismen attructed by
the Sovict market. Teleport
has the blassing of Academy of
Seiences vice-president Yev-
geny Velikhov, Gorbachev's -
scienee and technology adviser
and an early promaoter of pers
sonal compriers, .
Ironically for defendors of
free speoch, It was the United
States that obuiructed the not-
work venture. Soviet obstacles
sarfaced from an entrenched
bureaucracy, But for 22 days in
1945 the US Departmentof
Commeree declared the fledge-
Ting computer hink {legal, and
shut it down, It was then trens-
mitting via a mainframe com-

puter 8t the New Jersey Instl- -

tute of Technology and &
ground link in Vienns. :

AT that time the US govern.
ment was hyslerieal about hle
{eeh exports to Russia. Schetz
guked how mere words calild be
exporis. “It Tarned out ihat
since theve was no regulation
saying You could do this kind of
thing, they automatically said
you cowdd not,” he recalled. De-
=pite a letter frem Commerce -
legitimising the network, the
U8 Defence Depariment 15 now
slsu registering unease ahoul
118-8oviet computer links.

‘This extraordinary entry inle
clegironic glasnost begen In
1885 when Joe! and Digne
returned from their first visitto

the USSR, They vealised there -

P it

_Through LPIM:?S.\"? .-

was 1o satisfactory way 1o keep
in touch with the friends they
had made. Mall could tike -
weeks, telax or telephone was
expensive. At tdea was born,
y 1945 Gorbachev had come
to power and Schatz had
bought his Tandy. He Iinmedi-
ately sent & telex to acaden)-
fclan Vellkhov. He recelve

four roplies inviting himto -

Mescow, and in May 1985 the
link was approved i principle.
- However the Vienna rouie
was costly and wrelisble. In- -
FPebruary 1gst year Schatz pro-
Eosed ﬁsln% the Intelsat sate)-
fe 10 gpee
money. Last October he sfencd
a contract with the Soviel Insti-
tute for Automated Systams, .
The techhology is Telatively
simple. In Schatz’s oflice ls an
Apple Maclntoshand a US
TRobotics Courler 2400E motem
going Up to 24000 baud. Cyriilic
messages may be seht through
a software modificatlon, The -
text proceeds like norinal elec-

mossages and save.

& :

v ool &

._Jt}eiItha{ on line froin San Franclsco

tronic mall. You disl & locul
tumber for Glohenct, type in a
code for o minicomputer Tele-
port uses in nearby Palo Also,
and folow the upiuad sequence.
From there the line gocs to
Staten Island, New York, 10 &
teleport owned by 1DB Commu-
nlcations Group, a California
corporaticn opergting the intel-
stat link.

The Soviet Ministry of Post
and Telecommuunications then
{ukes over, The messsge ur-
rives at Bear Lake antenna
station hear Moscow and a pri-
vate wire runs it throagh the
national £acket switching pate-
way for digita) datu from
abroad. Finally, the message
entoers the Moscow telephone
system and subscribers receive

it via'a special Us Hoboties

error-corvecting modem.

‘U nsers do nol, of course,
have 1o epter the sysiem via
$chatz’s Macintosh. Once Palo
AMO pocepts a Mmicssage itis

szitn sabseriber's mail

box within two sgconds. The
svstern works so well Schatz
says e now talks to Russians
more aften than to friends
acrass San Prancisco Bay,

Costs are $200 a montl for
comtnercial wsers, and $25 far
others plus another $75 tor
speckal help in Moseow, The on-
line cost 15 25 cents @ minwte,

Sehiatz saye ke was in the
right place at the =t time.
“In (his part of Cahfornia one
can inping idess and try them
out with velative ease. This i3
the planetary centre for i,

“1t marks a profound shift,
When pecple start telking like
this they won't be able fo stop,
We'll be leaping over the pov-
ernments on both sides.”

All mirls of yiew uscs are
plannad, meluding participa-
tien by thousands of schiool-
children In both countries.
Schate firmly belivves personal
comiputers will change the
wurld, ‘Lo those who ave sgepti-
cal, he s & personal vefutalion.




