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Articles

I have been asked – by 
Wilbur, my cousin twice 
removed (from protective 
custody), and others – to 
print the speech I gave at the 
Byron Bay Writers Festival at 
the launch of David Love-
joy’s memoir, Between Dark 
And Dark. Consider it a book 
review without the critical 
analysis, thematic overview 
or resemblance to reality. At 
the launch David said my 
speech had too much empha-
sis on drugs, but he would 
say that, wouldn’t he?

Lovejoy, the man you see 
before you, a seeming 
mild-mannered, some 

would say bookish, man, is a 
degenerate drug fi end.

The title of his memoir, 
Between Dark And Dark, is 
supposedly a line from the 
English poet Robert Graves, 
himself a deluded mush-
room- lov ing  per ver t . 
Between dark and dark is in 
fact the brief moment each 
day in which David exists in 
ordinary consciousness, the 
consciousness which good 
folk like you and I so regu-
larly adhere to.

I understand that David 
originally was going to call 
the book Between Duck And 
Duck, after his sordid adven-
tures with farmyard poultry, 
but changed his mind.

The book’s cover, the cover 
designed by Chong Weng 
Ho, is not as it may seem, 
some hippy-trippy exercise 
in 60s retro nostalgia. No, 
ladies and gentleman, this is 
what David Lovejoy was 
actually seeing only 15 min-
utes earlier as he tried to 
cadge a reefer from the 
respected novelist Robert 
Drewe, mistaking him for his 
drug dealer.

Despite the posh Oxford 
accent and 18th century 

prose style, Lovejoy’s book 
will reveal to you a life of 
degradation unequalled in 
the annals of English litera-
ture since Thomas de 
Quincey took up opium in 
1803. Perhaps not inciden-
tally, de Quincey and Love-
joy both went to Oxford. Just 
what do they teach in these 
English universities? 

I have been tied to this 
shame, to this unAustralian 
perfi dy, for longer than you 
may think, and Lovejoy inde-
cently spills his guts in great 
and sordid detail about my 
part in his downward spiral 
into hallucinogenic hells. We 
fi rst met in 1972 when he 
lured me into the strange 
cult called Divine Light Mis-
sion. After forcing me to 
paint three storeys of a build-
ing in Wentworth Avenue, 
Sydney, he put me to work 
for no money – this has been 
a recurring theme in our 
relationship – publishing a 
monthly magazine for the 
faithful. It was called The 
Golden Age. In a moment of 
spiritual bliss I had suggested 
calling it The Golden Shower 
but for some reason David 
rejected this idea. 

He then went on to Eng-
land and I fl ed to America. 

In the late 1970s we met up 
again in Sydney and under 
the direction of a mad 
Frenchman we put together 
a travel and restaurant guide 
called Le Guide Bonvoyage. 
While David was responsible 
for production, I wrote glow-
ingly about towns I’d never 
been to and drew pictures of 
lobsters to fi ll in gaps on the 
restaurant pages.

It was not until 1986, when 
The Echo started, that we 
renewed our friendship. I 
lived in Tasmania then, and 
became the overseas corre-
spondent. Two years later I 
moved to Byron Shire and 
David’s par tner, Echo 
founder the late Nicholas 
Shand – he was always late – 
took pity on me and gave me 
a job as a stringer at the 
astonishing rate of eight dol-
lars an hour. Since then 
David and I have been 
chained to the same wheel, 
laughing and cursing at its 
wayward revolutions. Neces-
sity was the mother of strange 
invention in the early days 
and David put down his dog-
eared copy of the thesaurus 
long enough to beat the Syd-
ney Morning Herald to desk-
top publishing a newspaper 
on a network of Apple Macs, 

held together by string and 
hope. It was a remarkable act 
of technical profi ciency from 
an intellectual dreamer 
whose opposable thumbs 
had almost withered away 
through lack of use. 

As The Echo’s publisher, 
David adheres to the leader-
ship philosophy of the Tao Te 
Ching – if you keep your head 
down long enough in a chess 
game, the people will think 
they did it themselves. He 
has pretty much let me do 
whatever I liked. His patience 
over the years has been 
extraordinary. If he gets 
angry at all, it’s usually at a 
computer or George W Bush 
rather than a person. 

He is learned, eccentric, 
puckish and of an endan-
gered species which knows 
that syntax is not a levy on 
Paris Hilton. It is my pleas-
ure to work for him and to 
borrow extensively from his 
collection of Terry Pratchett 
novels. 

Ladies and gentleman, I 
urge each of you to buy sev-
eral copies of Between Dark 
And Dark as a salutary lesson 
to your children and friends 
as to what drugs can do to 
you, and for you. If you spend 
up big, I might get a drink 
out of it from my boss, or a 
couple of tabs of acid.

! Between Dark And Dark is 
available for $22.95 from 
Echo offi ces or from the Mul-
lumbimby Bookshop, Book 
City, Byron Books, and Icon 
Books. 

Michael McDonald looks at David Lovejoy’s book, and even reads it

Drugs, fast cars and – gasp! – chess

Drug fiend David Lovejoy, right, with Echo co-founder Nicholas 
Shand at an Echo awards night.

The Working Carers Sup-
port Gateway website  www.
workingcarers.org.au is now 
online supporting people 
who juggle paid work with 
caring for a relative or friend 
in need of help.

Developed by the Lis-
more-based Disability and 
Aged Information Service 
Inc. (DAISI), the website 
provides direct information 
support state-wide for busy 
working carers. The vision 
for the Gateway project is 
that working carers are val-
ued, respected and sup-
ported to achieve balance in 
their work and home life. It 
has been funded by the 

Dementia, Carers & Disabil-
ity Unit of NSW Health.

Conservative estimates put 
the number of working car-
ers in NSW at 312,664. A 
working carer may be a 
woman in her 60s caring for 
elderly parents, supporting 
adult children and grand-
children and working part-
time; a woman in her 50s 
caring for an adult child with 
a disability and working part-
time; a man caring for his ill 
partner while working full 
time; or a teenager caring for 
a parent with a mental illness 
and younger siblings while 
trying to study and keep a 
casual job. 

Working carers gateway

Learn more about climate change
The Byron Sustainable Ven-
tures Network (BSVN), in 
conjunction with Friends of 
the Earth, is presenting an 
information evening on cli-
mate change at the Byron 
Bay Community Centre on 
Thursday August 25 at 7pm.  
Friends of the Earth will 
highlight the inequity of cli-
mate change impacts across 
the globe while the BSVN 
will share actions that local 
businesses can and are tak-
ing to mitigate their impact 
on the environment. 

‘Climate change is the 
most significant environ-
mental issue facing us over 
the next decade, with major 
impacts that will be felt 
worldwide, and not just by 
those who are creating most 
of the greenhouse gas pollu-
tion,’ says BSVN.  ‘This 
forum will follow up on Tim 

Winton’s recent Peak Oil 
forum, by looking at one of 
the specifi c impacts of cli-
mate change, and by address-
ing the responsibility of busi-
nesses to do their part in 
reducing the impact and 
scale of climate change. 

‘While developed coun-
tries have historically been 
responsible for the most 
greenhouse gas pollution,  
creating human-induced cli-
mate change, the poor in 
developing countries are 
most vulnerable to climate 
change. In seeking climate 
justice we strive to add a 
human rights perspective to 
the climate change debate, a 
debate that to date has 
largely focused on science, 
consumption patterns and 
emission levels.’

The Byron Sustainable 
Ventures Network is a net-

work of local business-own-
ers which was started about 
a year ago by Mitra Ardron 
of Natural Innovation. The 
people that make up the net-
work believe that business 
has a duty to care for the 
environment. 

At this forum, BSVN’s 
fi rst public outing, present-
ers will include Mitra Ardron 
giving an overview, Joel 
Fleming talking about green 
energy and climate offsets, 
Tim Winton on planting 
trees to sequester carbon, 
Rachel Bending who manu-
factures using solar power, 
Anthony Michaels who is 
bringing biodiesel to the 
north coast, and Eshana 
Bragg on community 
involvement. 

For more information 
contact Mitra Ardron 6684 
8096 or mitra@mitra.biz.


