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Local lighting supplier Crea-
tive Lighting Solutions, from 
the Byron Arts & Industry 
Estate, will kickstart the 
Byron Shire Cool Businesses 
program by offering a free 
and full fi t-out of energy effi -
cient lights for one lucky 
shop in Byron Bay’s town 
centre. 

‘As compact fl uoro (CFL) 
globes, CFL halogen replace-
ments and LED lights reduce 
energy use by a massive 
60%-80%  my offer will save 
the shopkeeper a lot of 
money and at the same time 
save a lot of greenhouse gas 
emissions,’ said Sean McGov-
ern, proprietor of Creative 
Lighting Solutions. ‘It will be 
a win/win all round for the 
shop and for the environ-
ment.’  

Lighting and aircondition-
ing are the two big ticket 
items for commercial 
premises. 

This offer is open to all 
shops in Byron’s town centre  
and applications will need to 
be submitted to NCCAG, 
‘Cool Business Deal’, PO 
Box 640, Mullumbimby 
2482, by Friday March 23. 
Applications will need to 
specify: 1. Name, location  
and type of business, 2. 
Name and contact details of 
proprietor, 3. Number and 
type of existing internal and 
external lights, 4. Your inter-
est in applying for this free 
offer.

The Byron Shire Cool 
Businesses program is a joint 
initiative of North Coast Cli-
mate Action Group 
(NCCAG) and Byron Sus-
tainable Ventures Network. 
They have been looking at a 
range of initiatives to help 
businesses reduce energy use 

and are looking at the idea of 
a Community Carbon Bank. 
For further information on 
these initiatives phone Mitra 
Ardon on 6684 8096.

NCCAG has also recently 
trained a small group of vol-
unteers as basic, home energy 
assessors. If you have high 

power bills and would like to 
see how you can save on your 
bills and take signifi cant and 
positive steps to help fi ght 
climate change, then register 
your interest in a free assess-
ment by phoning Kylie Fla-
vell on 6680 8370. 

Says NCCAG, ‘Tim Flan-
nery puts it this way: If we 
are to win the war on climate 
change we all must be part of 
the solution.’ 

For further information on 
NCCAG go to www.nccag.
org or phone 6684 2272 on 
Wednesday /Thur sday, 
10am-4pm.

Switch onto TAFE
and kick start your career!

• Do you want a career in 
 Administration, Automotive, Business, Community Services, 

Computers, Information Technology, Journalism, Management, 
Multimedia, Organic Farming, Retail, Visual Arts, Web Design?

• Do you want to improve your skills in
 English, Maths or Science?
• Are your looking for a pathway to university?

ENROLLING NOW!
Contact Murwillumbah Campus on 6672 0800. 

131 601
www.nci.tafensw.edu.au
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Do you need help
to stay at home? 
Commonwealth Carelink Centres

Freecall™ 1800 052 222*  | www.commcarelink.health.gov.au
Would you like information about the wide range of 

community care programs and services available 
to help you stay at home?  

Call Freecall™ 1800 052 222* or visit one of the 
Commonwealth Carelink Centres around Australia to get

information about services in your local region. 

* Calls from mobile phones are charged at applicable rates hm
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Debate on climate change heats up
Debate on climate change is 
heating up, along with 
Earth’s temperature. But 
talk is just more hot air 
when what we actually need 
to do is make practical plans 
for a now rapidly changing 
situation. 

Do we need to radically 
reduce our use of fossil fuels, 
find new carbon neutral 
energy sources, plan for bet-
ter local and national trans-
port, increase local food 
production, or overhaul gov-
ernment policy-making at 
all levels? 

What about preparing for 
extreme weather events, 
from cyclones to extended 
drought? How would our 
local community cope with 
accommodating an infl ux of 
Hurricane Katrina-style ‘cli-
mate change refugees’?

‘The environment is giving 
us a very clear message,’ says 
Bangalow Community Alli-
ance spokesperson Christo-
pher Sanderson. ‘What we 
do now determines how we 
will live in coming decades.  

‘Change needs to come at 
every level. Starting with 
political willpower at the very 
top, the time has come to start 
working out how to make fun-

damental changes to our eve-
ryday lives to address global 
warming now.’

The Bangalow Commu-
nity Alliance is organising a 
public ‘Hypothetical’ from 
6.30 pm to 9pm on Tuesday 
February 20 at the Bangalow 
A&I Hall, with Radio Nation-
al’s Mick O’Regan taking on 
the MC role a la Geoffrey 
Robertson. 

This Hypothetical involves 
a cast of characters, each 
playing themselves in a ‘role’ 
related to a plausible climate 
change scenario for the north 
coast in the year 2012.

Guests on the Hypotheti-

cal panel include Don Page 
MP; Greens Senator Kerry 
Nettle, Justine Elliot MP, 
Byron Shire Mayor Jan 
Barham; Lismore Council-
lor Ros Irwin; Griffi th Uni-
versity Ecology Professor 
Roger Kitching; Tony 
Parkes, of Big Scrub Land-
care and ex-Lloyds of Lon-
don;  the Dept of Primary 
Industry’s Richard Swinton; 
Bangalow real estate con-
sultant Gai Hart-Hughes; 
environmental activist Ruth 
Rosenhek; surfing legend 
Rusty Miller; and social 
policy consultant Maggie 
Brown, among others. 

Following the Hypothetical 
and staying with the 2012 sce-
nario, a Regional Climate 
Change Summit is called by 
the government, and the panel 
will be faced with dealing with 
a ‘real life’ situation that has 
erupted in our area. Will they 
manage to fi nd a way to bal-
ance the economic, social and 
environmental factors in deal-
ing with it?

This provocative part of the 
evening, facilitated by Ken 
McLeod, will offer a chance 
to hear how the panel might 
deal with unexpected chal-
lenges. (‘Whaddya mean 
there’s no oil, they’re sending 
our water to Queensland – 
and we have to take in 500 
Climate Change refugees?’) 

In the final part of the 
evening the audience will be 
invited to propose what 
actions our local communi-
ties should be taking now to 
prepare for the kinds of even-
tualities explored in the 
Hypothetical.

People are invited to come 
and be part of an evening of 
provocative ideas, challeng-
ing dilemmas, practical pro-
posals and probably a few 
laughs.  Tickets to the Hypo-
thetical cost $5 and are avail-

able at the Bangalow Post 
Offi ce, and Santos stores in 
Mullumbimby and Byron 
Bay. Tea, coffee and fi nger 
food will be available.

This event is organised by 
the Bangalow Community 
Alliance and produced by 
GreenCoast Catalysts.

Hypothetical on global issue to be staged in Bangalow

Cool deal for a local business on offer


